RECOLLECTIONS OF  A  PLAYER
Dr. Bidache," which was my name in the play.
I availed myself of it, as he said in his note that it was his intention to make a few remarks by way of comment on the play. After hearing him I was glad that I had attended. He spoke of the great literary merit of the play, and how ably the argument between the Christian and the free-thinker was handled by the author. He also drew our attention to what each had done for the benefit of the world. The agnostic's religion claimed, he said, to benefit his fellow-man. He then went on to point out that all institutions of a charitable nature everywhere are undoubtedly the work of the church, and owe their life and origin to Christianity, which is truly the case. He concluded by saying that he was almost as much interested, when at the theater, in the demeanor of the spectators as in the performance itself, and was much gratified to notice that all the approbation and all the sympathy of the people were gained by the Christian girl. His remarks laid 192g "To 191and effective was Thome's aot-190t I doubt if any one could have 188  !                                            I had been thrust into eccentric comedy
